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THIS REPORTING FORM MUST BE COMPLETED BY EACH COUNCIL AND FORWARDED TO THE STATE COUNCIL.
(A SEPARATE REPORTING FORM SHOULD BE COMPLETED FOR EACH PROGRAM CATEGORY.)

CATEGORY (MARK ONE): CHURCH FAMILY
(1] COMMUNITY CULTURE OF LIFE
COUNCIL — 1 YOUTH

Red Cross Community Blood Drive- St Joseph Parish
4 x per year January, April, July, October

Project Title:

Date Project Conducted:

Purpose of ACtiVity: (In the space provided below, describe in one sentence the purpose of this activity. This section must be completed.)

To provide lifesaving blood and blood products for our surrounding communities; the blood drive
also serves as a ministry for our parish and faith community.

Number of council members participating in project: .................... 6-8
. e e . . 25.00 %
Percentage of council members participating in project: ..................
32-40 hrs

EMAIL ORIGINAL TO: programs@kofc-ms.org

COPY TO: Council File
Available in electronic format at www.kofc-ms.org

STSP-MS 0116
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Describe project in detail. Use additional paper if necessary. Supplementary material may be
submitted along with the nomination. Accompanying materials can include letters,
testimonials, news clippings, photographs, pamphlets, etc. Do not submit tapes, videocassettes,
DVDs, display materials, films, etc., as they will not be considered in judging the nomination.

As a regular blood donor, | know the importance of giving blood. It is something that | have done for
years without hesitation (and honestly, without much thought). | have been giving blood at our St.
Joseph Parish Blood Drive for many years, and have been so impressed by the work that Brother Jim
Craig and his wife Grace did in preparing for each blood drive. Never in a million years did | think that
a member of my family would be a "recipient” instead of a "participant”. On March 19 of 2012 after a
routine eye exam discovered a retinal hemorrhage, my son Nick, age 15 was diagnosed with Acute
Lymphoblastic Leukemia. He was taken from the eye doctor, to Memorial Hospital to Children's
Hospital of New Orleans where he received several units of blood and platelets. Can you imagine the
feeling of waking up on Monday morning and taking your child to they eye doctor for what you thought
was a contact lens prescription change, and by that afternoon you are in an ambulance headed to the
hospital, being told that your seemingly healthy child has cancer? That very night Nick was given
several units of blood and platelets to stabilize him. The night before, he was a healthy, active
teenager (or so we thought). Over the course of his 3.5 year battle with the disease, Nick received
over 100 units of blood, platelets and blood products. My son's victory over cancer was not possible
without blood transfusions, modern medicine and the power of prayer. Strangers we had never even
met gave of themselves so that Nick, and many others like him, would have a chance at life. Knowing
that there were people from our parish that had never even given blood before, but gave in honor of
Nick, is a debt of gratitude that can never be repaid. So, giving blood for me, took on a whole new
meaning.

Sadly, after bravely battling cancer himself, Brother Jim Craig passed away in December of 2014.
It became my mission- and ministry- to educate and inspire others to roll their sleeves up and give the
gift of life. | took on heading up this Red Cross Blood Drive ministry at St Joseph not only in honor of
my son Nick, but also in memory of Brother Jim. The success of our quarterly parish blood drive would
not be possible without my fellow Knights and volunteers who work tirelessly in the weeks leading up
to the drives, signing people up after each mass, calling past blood donors to schedule appointments,
etc. Our many volunteers also work the evening of the drive at the registration desk and snack table,
greeting each donor and keeping things running smoothly. Without our "St Joseph Village" of Knights,
their wives, and other parish volunteers, this ministry could not happen.

The accompanying photo was taken July of 2016 at one of our drives and shows my son Nick and my
wife Jennifer along with a Red Cross employee.

DO NOT SUBMIT THIS REPORT FORM TO SUPREME COUNCIL

ENTRY MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE STATE COUNCIL
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE COMPETITION

For more information on the Service Program Awards go to www.kofc.org/service and click on the left-
hand “Council” link.
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	Project Title: Red Cross Community Blood Drive- St Joseph Parish
	Date Project Conducted: 4 x per year  January, April, July, October
	Number of council members participating in project: 6-8
	Number of man hours expended in project: 32-40 hrs
	Grand Knight: John Barnes
	Telephone: 228-697-3886
	Email: john@barnesair.com
	Council Name: Henry Wade
	Council Number: 7910
	Location: Gulfport
	Chairman: David Myers
	Chairman Telphone: 228-518-0723
	Chairman Address: 15541 Old Oak Ct   Gulfport, MS 39503
	Chairman Email: davidm@jwpcons.com
	Church: Off
	Community: Yes
	Council: Off
	Family: Off
	Culture of Life: Off
	Youth: Off
	Purpose of Activity: To provide lifesaving blood and blood products for our surrounding communities; the blood drive
also serves as a ministry for our parish and faith community.
	Percentage of Members Involved: 25
	Project description#pg2: 
	Project description#pg1:      As a regular blood donor, I know the importance of giving blood. It is something that I have done for years without hesitation (and honestly, without much thought). I have been giving blood at our St. Joseph Parish Blood Drive for many years, and have been so impressed by the work that Brother Jim Craig and his wife Grace did in preparing for each blood drive. Never in a million years did I think that a member of my family would be a "recipient" instead of a "participant".  On March 19 of 2012 after a routine eye exam discovered a retinal hemorrhage, my son Nick, age 15 was diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. He was taken from the eye doctor, to Memorial Hospital to Children's Hospital of New Orleans where he received several units of blood and platelets. Can you imagine the feeling of waking up on Monday morning and taking your child to they eye doctor for what you thought was a contact lens prescription change, and by that afternoon you are in an ambulance headed to the hospital, being told that your seemingly healthy child has cancer? That very night Nick was given several units of blood and platelets to stabilize him. The night before, he was a healthy, active teenager (or so we thought). Over the course of his 3.5 year battle with the disease, Nick received over 100 units of blood, platelets and blood products. My son's victory over cancer was not possible 
without blood transfusions, modern medicine and the power of prayer. Strangers we had never even met gave of themselves so that Nick, and many others like him, would have a chance at life. Knowing
that there were people from our parish that had never even given blood before, but gave in honor of Nick, is a debt of gratitude that can never be repaid. So, giving blood for me, took on a whole new meaning.
     Sadly, after bravely battling cancer himself, Brother Jim Craig passed away in December of 2014. 
It became my mission- and ministry- to educate and inspire others to roll their sleeves up and give the gift of life. I took on heading up this Red Cross Blood Drive ministry at St Joseph not only in honor of my son Nick, but also in memory of Brother Jim. The success of our quarterly parish blood drive would not be possible without my fellow Knights and volunteers who work tirelessly in the weeks leading up to the drives, signing people up after each mass, calling past blood donors to schedule appointments, etc. Our many volunteers also work the evening of the drive at the registration desk and snack table, greeting each donor and keeping things running smoothly. Without our "St Joseph Village" of Knights, their wives, and other parish volunteers, this ministry could not happen.

The accompanying photo was taken July of 2016 at one of our drives and shows my son Nick and my wife Jennifer along with a Red Cross employee.


